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D & L Recording Studio LLC 

DanaTucker.Com 
276-345-5713 

Recording Project Guidelines & Expectations 

Recording a Gospel music project should be an exciting and rewarding experience. 
Whether you're recording a single song or an entire album, there are several important 
things we need to address before getting started.  

My goal is to provide you with a professional recording experience, produce music we 
can all be proud of, and make the process enjoyable for everyone involved. Please take 
a few minutes to review the following guidelines. 

1. Copyrights and Music Licensing 

Before we begin recording, it is important that all music selected for your project is 
properly authorized for recording and distribution. If you are recording original music 
that you own and control, that's wonderful!  

If you wish to record songs written or owned by someone else, you must provide 
documentation showing that you have obtained the appropriate license or permission to 
record those songs. 

I will not record copyrighted material without the necessary authorization. This 
protects the original songwriters, the recording artists, and D & L Recording Studio. 
Please remember that different types of distribution, including CDs, digital downloads, 
streaming, and videos, may have different licensing requirements. 

2. Creating Your Album or CD Cover Art 

One of the most enjoyable parts of putting together a recording project is creating the 
cover art! Whether you're recording a single, an EP, or a complete album, your artwork 
is an opportunity to express your personality, your ministry, and the message behind 
your music. 

The good news is that you don't need an expensive professional camera to create 
beautiful artwork. In most cases, a modern smartphone is more than capable of 
capturing excellent photographs for your project. Have fun choosing locations, 
backgrounds, clothing, and poses. Get creative! Just remember that any photographs, 
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graphics, or other artwork you submit must be yours to use, and the final files must 
meet the quality and size requirements of your chosen manufacturer or distributor. 

3. Communication Is Extremely Important 

Good communication is one of the most important parts of a successful recording 
project. 

Throughout the recording, mixing, mastering, and production process, there will be 
times when I need your input or approval before I can continue working. 

I want to be very clear about something: When I contact you regarding your project, I 
expect a timely response. 

I understand that everyone has jobs, families, and other responsibilities. However, I also 
expect you to understand that my time is valuable. When I am waiting on an answer, 
your project may come to a standstill. 

You don't have to respond within five minutes, but please don't leave me waiting for 
days without any communication. Even a short message letting me know when you can 
respond is appreciated. 

Good communication keeps your project moving forward and helps everyone 
avoid unnecessary delays. 

4. Listening to Your Mixes and Providing Feedback 

Once the recording sessions are completed, the mixing process begins. This is where 
the individual recordings come together to create the finished sound of your music. I use 
REAPER, a professional digital audio workstation, to edit, mix, and prepare your 
recordings as well as IDK Multimedia Plugins.  

Depending on the complexity of your project, I may spend hours upon hours sitting 
behind my computer making adjustments, balancing instruments and vocals, applying 
processing, and carefully listening to every detail. During this process, I will upload 
example mixes for you to review. 

When I send you a mix, I expect you to listen to it carefully and provide your feedback in 
writing. Please don't simply tell me that something doesn't sound right. Explain what you 
are hearing and what you would like changed. For example, perhaps a lead vocal needs 
to be louder, a harmony needs adjusting, or an instrument is too prominent. 
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Written feedback allows me to keep track of your requests, make the appropriate 
adjustments, and avoid confusion. 

I also encourage everyone involved in the project to discuss their comments and send 
me one coordinated response whenever possible. That way, I'm not receiving conflicting 
instructions from several different people. 

Remember, I am providing my recording, mixing, and mastering services free of charge, 
but that does not mean the work requires any less time, attention, or dedication. Your 
participation and timely feedback are essential. 

5. Above All Else — Have Fun & Leave Uncle Grumpy Gus at home!  

Recording music should be fun. There will be moments when someone sings the wrong 
words, misses a note, comes in too early, or needs to record the same part several 
times. That's perfectly normal, and it's all part of the recording process. 

Come prepared, bring a positive attitude, be patient with one another, and don't be 
afraid to laugh at yourself occasionally. We're going to work hard to produce the best 
recording possible, but we're also going to enjoy the experience. 

After all, we're recording Gospel music, music that's intended to encourage people, 
share a message of faith, and bring joy to those who hear it. Let's make some great 
music, create some wonderful memories, and have a little fun along the way! 

 

A Final Thought — In Loving Memory of Liz 

D & L Recording Studio has always represented Dana and Liz. Although Liz is no longer 
physically here with me, her memory remains a part of everything I do with this 
corporation. This was Liz’s dream as she loved old Bluegrass Gospel Music and I will 
honor her dream until I take my last breath on this earth. 

All I ask in return is that you respect the process, communicate with me, participate in 
the decisions, and approach your recording project with the same dedication I will bring 
to it. Thanks for taking the time to consider me for your next recording project. Humbly, 
Dana Tucker. 
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